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     A Driving & Walking Tour	  

	 This tour of Wyuka Cemetery is designed to be accessible 
from the roadways of the Cemetery, while offering additional points 
of interest to those willing and able to meander through various 
sections adjacent to the car route.  All of the roadside Tour Stops 
are marked with numbered signs.  There are additional directional 
arrows at the intersections to help guide you.   Section Walks are 
supplemental to the Tour Stops and are indicated by maps inserted 
into the text. 
	 Wyuka Cemetery was established by an act of the Nebraska 
Legislature in 1869 to provide a “Lincoln State Cemetery” for the 
new state’s capital city, founded just two years before.  The three 
original trustees rejected the first site provided by the State—flood-
prone ground along Salt Creek west of Lincoln, near the State 
Asylum (now the Lincoln Regional Center).  Instead in 1869 they 
purchased 80 acres of rolling terrain east of the city on which to 
establish a “rural cemetery,” the latest trend in American burial 
grounds.  Mount Auburn Cemetery near Boston, established in 
1831, innovated this new type of large, scenic, park-like cemetery, 
with curving roads accentuating the lay of the land and abundant 
plantings of trees, shrubs and flowers.  Visitors were encouraged to 
stroll, remember, and learn about their community’s past.  Today’s 
visitors to Wyuka continue this tradition.  
	 The trustees named the new cemetery after Wyuka Cem-
etery in Nebraska City, which was established in 1855.  The name is 
apparently derived from the Otoe language, spelled as an English-
speaker might hear the Native American phrases signifying “he lies 
down” or “place of reclining.” This blending of Otoe and English 
seems highly appropriate  for the name of a cemetery embodying 
Nebraska history. 
	 The cemetery expanded from those first purchases and now 
encompasses over 140 acres between O and Vine Streets.  Wyuka 
Cemetery was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1982 as an outstanding example of the beautiful rural cemetery 
form.  Wyuka retains its close connection to the State of Nebraska, 
as the Governor appoints the board of trustees who govern the non-
profit corporation.
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		  Section 5

Walk

Decades older than the granite 
Bell Ringer gravestone is the 
nearby marble marker of the 
Kennard Family.  It was prob-
ably installed after the death 
of Livia Kennard in 1887.  Her 
husband Thomas P. Kennard 
was Nebraska’s first Secretary of 
State in 1867.  Kennard, Gover-
nor David Butler, and Auditor 
John Gillespie formed the Capi-
tal Commission, tasked with se-
lecting and developing the seat 
of the new state government.  
They were truly the “town fa-
thers” of Lincoln.  Mr. Kennard 
settled in Lincoln for a long 
business career before his death 
in 1920 at age 92.  His Italianate-
style house at 1627 H Street was 
built in 1868 to help jump-start 
the new city.  It still stands, un-
der the stewardship of the Ne-
braska State Historical Society, 
as the oldest house in the city.

Kennard
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	  Section 3

The Territory of Nebraska 
raised a Union Army regiment 
which served with distinction in 
the Civil War.  One of the regi-
ment’s most unique members 
was Harrison Johnson, a native 
of Arkansas (1849-1900).  Af-
rican Americans were not en-
listed in the Union Army until 
President Lincoln changed the 
nation’s policy with the Eman-
cipation Proclamation in 1863, 
and the First Nebraska Regi-
ment was officially all-white.  
Mr. Johnson was a slave and an 
African American who escaped 
and took refuge with Nebras-
ka’s First Regiment.  He was al-
lowed to enlist as a private and 
served out the war with the Ne-
braska regiment.  After the war 
he settled in Lincoln, joined the 
Farragut Post of the G.A.R. and 
worked as a hotel cook and jani-
tor.   

Mr. Johnson’s headstone is also 
the sole marker of the graves of 
his wife Margaret (1854-1926) 
and their son John Johnson 
(1879-1953) and his wife Odessa 
(1891-1953).  John Johnson was 
a talented photographer who 
worked in Lincoln in the 1910s 
and early ‘20s.  Hundreds of his 
photographs were published in 
2008 as Lincoln in Black & White: 
1910-1925 (by Douglas Keister 
and Ed Zimmer). 

Tour Stop 
9: Johnson




